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ALMIGHTY GOD is the Master of the universe. Our lives, now and in the future, 
r \ depend on him. He has the power to reward and the power to punish. He has 
the power to give life and the power to take life. If we have his approval, we will 
do well; if we do not have his approval, it will go badly for us. How important it is 
that our worship be acceptable to him! 

People worship in many ways. If religion is like a road, do all religious roads 
have God's approval? No, they do not. Jesus, God's prophet, showed that there 
are only two roads. He said: "Broad and spacious is the road leading off into 
destruction, and many are the ones going in through it; whereas narrow is the 
gate and cramped the road leading off into life, and few are the ones finding it." 
—Matthew 7:13, 14. 


There are only two types of religion: one that leads to life and one that leads 
to destruction. The purpose of this brochure is to help you find 
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I H Do All Religions 
Teach the Truth? 


A LMOST everyone in Africa agrees 
. that it is important to worship God. 
But, there is little agreement about 
how to worship him. Some worship at 
a mosque, and others go to a tradition¬ 
al shrine. Still others attend a church. 
But it would be wrong to think that there 
are only three religions in Africa. Among 
Muslims, there are differing laws and 
beliefs. Traditional religion varies widely 
from place to place. Among the professed 
Christian churches, there is even greater 
disunity. Apart from the main ones, there 

1. What are some of the religions practiced in 
Africa? 


are thousands of independent churches 
throughout Africa. 

Our Religion Must 
Be Based on Truth 

2 Why do people worship as they do? 
Most people accept the religion of their 
parents. Events of long ago also influ¬ 
ence the religion people practice today. 
The book The Africans—A Triple Heritage 
says: “Islam spread north of the Sahara 
through conquest,... Christianity spread 
south of the Sahara by the same means. 

2. (a) What usually determines a person's reli¬ 
gion? (b) What does not prove that our religion is 
pleasing to God? 
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If north of the Sahara Islam spread by 
the sword, south of the Sahara Chris¬ 
tianity spread by the gun.” Still, most of 
us believe that our religion is pleasing 
to God. But a religion is not correct just 
because our parents practice it or be¬ 
cause some foreign power imposed it on 
our ancestors. 

3 While all religions claim to offer reli¬ 
able guidance about serving God, their 
ideas differ. They teach many different 
things about who God is and what he 
expects of us. Think about this: Sup¬ 
pose you got a job with a big company. 
On the first day of work, you learn that 
the boss is away on leave. So you ask 
three workers what you should do. The 
first worker says that the boss wants 
you to sweep the floor. The second 
says that you should paint the build¬ 
ing. The third tells you to distribute the 
mail. 

4 Next, you ask the workers about 
the boss. The first says that the boss 
is tall, young, and harsh. The second 
says that he is short, old, and kind. The 
third tells you that the boss is not a 
man at all—the boss is a woman. Like¬ 
ly, you conclude that the three workers 
are not all telling the truth. If you want 
to keep your new job, you will probably 
do some checking to find out who the 
boss really is and what he or she wants 
you to do. 

5 It is the same with religion. Because 
there are so many ideas about who God 
is and what he requires of us, we need 
to make sure that our way of worship 
is in harmony with the truth. But how 
can we learn the truth about God? 

3-5. What illustration helps us to see that not 
all religions teach the truth? 



How Can You 
Learn the Truth 
About God? 


H OW can we come to know God? Is it 
necessary to examine all the teach¬ 
ings of the many religions? That would 
be impossible. Even if we could do that, 
how would we know which teaching is 
correct? 

2 Surely, in view of all the different 
ideas about God, we need a way to know 
what is true, a standard that people 
can agree on. To illustrate: Suppose that 
there is an argument at the market about 
the length of a piece of cloth. The sell¬ 
er says the cloth is three yards, but the 
buyer thinks it is less than that. How 
can the matter be resolved? By measur¬ 
ing the cloth with a yardstick. 

3 Is there a yardstick, a standard, for 
deciding religious matters? Yes, it is the 
Bible. God had the Bible written so that 
people everywhere could learn the truth 
about him. Billions of copies have been 
printed. It has been translated, in whole 
or in part, into over 2,100 languages. 
Just about everybody can read the truth 
about God in his or her own language. 

4 The Bible is a precious gift from God. 
It explains things that we could oth¬ 
erwise never know. It tells about those 
who live in the spirit realm. It reveals 

1, 2. What illustration shows the need for a 
standard for deciding religious matters? 

3. Why was the Bible written? 

4. What information does the Bible contain? 
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God’s thoughts, his personality, and his 
purpose. It tells of his dealings with peo¬ 
ple over thousands of years. It talks of 
things that will happen in the future. 
And it shows how we can find the road to 
everlasting life. 

Why You Can Believe the Bible 

5 There are many reasons why we can 
believe that the Bible really is the Word 
of God. One reason is that the Bible is in 
harmony with science. In ancient times 
people throughout the world thought 
that the earth rested on something. In 
West Africa, for example, people once be¬ 
lieved that the earth was supported by a 
coiled snake, with 3,500 coils above the 
earth and 3,500 coils below. Yet, in har¬ 
mony with science, a Bible writer wrote 
over 3,500 years ago that God is “hanging 
the earth upon nothing.”—Job 26:7. 

6 The greatest proof that the Bible real- 

5. What example shows that the Bible is in har¬ 
mony with science? 

6. What is the greatest proof that the Bible is 
from God? 
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ly is from God is its perfect record in fore¬ 
telling the future. Unlike human oracles, 
God truly knows the future; everything 
he says always comes true. 

7 Hundreds of Bible prophecies were 
fulfilled in ancient times. For example, 
700 years in advance, the Bible accurate¬ 
ly said that Jesus was to be born in the 
town of Bethlehem, and that is what hap¬ 
pened. (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:3-9) In ad¬ 
dition to many other prophecies about 
Jesus, the Bible also foretold that he 
would be born of a virgin and would even¬ 
tually be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver. 
Those prophecies also came true. Sure¬ 
ly no human could have foretold those 
things!—Isaiah 7:14; Zechariah 11:12, 13; 
Matthew 1:22, 23; 27:3-5. 

8 Many Bible prophecies are being ful¬ 
filled in our time. Here are a few of them: 

• “Nation will rise against nation [in 

7. What are some Bible prophecies that were ful¬ 
filled in the past? 

8. What are some Bible prophecies being ful¬ 
filled today, and what do they prove? 






Has the Bible 
Been Changed? 

9 Suppose that you were the 
owner of a factory and that you 
posted a list of rules for your work¬ 
ers. If some enemy changed what 
you had written, what would you 
do? Would you not correct what 
had been changed? In the same 
way, God does not allow people to 
change the truth of his Word, the 
Bible. 

19 Those who have tried to 
change the teachings of God’s 
Word have not succeeded. When 
we compare the Bible that we have 
today with ancient copies of the 
Bible, they are the same. This 
shows that the Bible has not been 
changed over the years. 

9, 10. What shows that God has not 
allowed men to change the Bible? 


warfare], and kingdom against king¬ 
dom; and there will be great earthquakes, 
and in one place after another pesti¬ 
lences and food shortages.”—Luke 21: 
10 , 11 . 

• There would be an “increasing of 
lawlessness.”—Matthew 24:12. 

• “In the last days . . . men will be lov¬ 
ers of themselves, lovers of money, . . . 
disobedient to parents, . . . without self- 
control, fierce, without love of goodness, 

. . . puffed up with pride, lovers of plea¬ 
sures rather than lovers of God.”—2 Tim¬ 
othy 3:1-5. 

Do you not agree that these things are 
happening now? The truthfulness and 
accuracy of Bible prophecy show that 
the Bible is no ordinary book. It is the 
inspired Word of God!—2 Timothy 3:16. 


Oral Tradition 
—Is It Reliable? 

African traditional religion has no 
ancient holy books. Traditions, rituals, 
and ideas about God are passed on orally 
from generation to generation. The book 
West African Traditional Religion states: 
"Oral information may not be a safe bet 
for accuracy. More often than not, pieces 
of information passed on orally are sub¬ 
ject to additions and subtractions, modifi¬ 
cations and distortions, exaggerations 
and confusions, so that it is often difficult 
to separate the truth from the fiction." 

Box: What does one book say about the 
reliability of oral tradition? 
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14 Who Live in the Spirit Realm? 


A FRICAN traditional religious beliefs 
l. have been likened to a pyramid. At 
the top is God, supreme in spiritual pow¬ 
er. At the sides are lesser gods, or spirits, 
who are God’s servants. Alongside them 
are the ancestors, who remember their 
families on earth and take an active inter¬ 
est in their welfare. At the base are the 
lesser spiritual forces: magic, divination, 
and witchcraft. 

2 These traditional beliefs have had a 
powerful influence on other religions in 
Africa. One African saying puts it this 
way: “Adherence to the Faith (Christian or 
Islamic) does not stop us from worshiping 
the gods of our home.” 

3 How true are African traditional be¬ 
liefs? The Bible tells us the truth about 
those who dwell in the spirit realm. 

Jehovah, the True God 

4 Africa’s three major religious groups 
agree that God exists and that he is su- 

1. How has traditional religion been likened to a 
pyramid? 

2. How does one African saying show that tradi¬ 
tional beliefs influence religion? 

3. Where can we learn the truth about those 
who dwell in the spirit realm? 

4. On what do major religions in Africa agree? 


preme. The Bible describes him as “the 
God of gods and the Lord of lords, the God 
great, mighty and fear-inspiring.” (Deu¬ 
teronomy 10:17) Muslims also believe in 
one supreme God. Concerning tradition¬ 
al religion in Africa, Professor Geoffrey 
Parrinder states: “Most Africans have be¬ 
lieved in a supreme God, father of gods 
and men, the creator of the universe.” 

5 Yet, despite widespread belief in God, 
most people do not have a clear idea about 
who God is. A first step in getting to know 
someone is to learn his name. Concerning 
God’s name, there is confusion among the 
religions. In Christendom, he is most com¬ 
monly called God, a title meaning “Mighty 
One.” To the Muslim, he is Allah. Among 
those who practice traditional religion, 
the name used to identify the Supreme 
One varies from one language to anoth¬ 
er. In his book Concepts of God in Africa, 
John S. Mbiti lists over 500 different Af¬ 
rican names and titles for God. For ex¬ 
ample, in the Yoruba language (Nigeria), 
God is called Olodumare; to the Kikuyu 
(Kenya), he is Ngai; and among the Zulu 
(South Africa), he is Unkulunkulu. 

5. What are some of the names used to identify 
God? 
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6 What does God himself say about his 
name? When God instructed Moses to 
lead the Israelites out of Egypt, Moses 
asked: “Suppose I am now come to the 
sons of Israel and I do say to them, ‘The 
God of your forefathers has sent me to 
you,’ and they do say to me, ‘What is his 
name?’ What shall I say to them?”—Exo¬ 
dus 3:13. 

7 God replied: “This is what you are to 
say to the sons of Israel, ‘Jehovah the God 
of your forefathers ... has sent me to you.’ 
This is my name to time indefinite, and 
this is the memorial of me to generation 
after generation.” (Exodus 3:15) This di¬ 
vine name occurs over 7,000 times in the 
Bible record, though some Bible transla¬ 
tors have replaced it with the titles “God” 
or “Lord.” 

8 What is Jehovah really like? He is a 
spirit, almighty, glorious. He is supreme, 
beyond compare, having no equal. (Deu¬ 
teronomy 6:4: Isaiah 44:6) Jehovah said to 
Moses: “I Jehovah your God am a God ex¬ 
acting exclusive devotion.” In other words, 
in order to have Jehovah’s favor, we must 
worship him alone. He does not want us 
to worship anything or anyone else.—Exo¬ 
dus 20:3-5. 

Jesus Christ, King of God's Kingdom 

9 Today there is much confusion about 
who Jesus is. Many in Christendom be¬ 
lieve that Jesus is part of a “Holy” Trini¬ 
ty. But the Bible does not teach that God 
is three persons in one. And it does not 
teach that Jesus is equal to Jehovah. Je¬ 
sus himself said: “The Father is greater 
than I am.”—John 14:28. 

6, 7. What is God's name, and how do we know? 

8. What is Jehovah like, and what must we do if 
we want his favor? 

9. Why can we say that Jesus is not equal to 
Jehovah? 


!0 The Bible teaches that before Jesus 
lived as a man on earth, he lived in heav¬ 
en as a mighty spirit creature. Just as Je¬ 
hovah created Adam and Eve on earth, 
so too He created spirit persons in heav¬ 
en. Jesus was the first spirit person that 
Jehovah created.—John 17:5; Colossians 
1:15. 

11 About 2,000 years ago, Jehovah 
transferred the life of this spirit creature 
to the womb of a virgin named Mary. The 
angel Gabriel said to her: “You will con¬ 
ceive in your womb and give birth to a son, 
and you are to call his name Jesus. And 
he will rule as king . .. , and there will be 
no end of his kingdom.”—Luke 1:31, 33.* 

12 So Jesus was born, grew to manhood, 
and taught people about Jehovah's will 
and purpose. He said to a Roman gover¬ 
nor: “For this I have been born, and for 
this [reason] I have come into the world, 
that I should bear witness to the truth.” 
(John 18:37) By considering what Je¬ 
sus taught, we can learn the truth about 
God’s will and purpose. We can learn how 
to gain God’s approval. 

13 A second reason why Jesus came 
into the world was to give his human 
life as a ransom in behalf of humankind. 

* The Koran refers to the miraculous birth of Je¬ 
sus at Surah 19 (Mary). It says: ‘We sent to [Mary] 
Our spirit in the semblance of a full-grown man. And 
when she saw him she said: ‘May the Merciful defend 
me from you! If you fear the Lord, leave me and go your 
way.’ ‘I am the messenger of your Lord,' he replied, 
‘and have come to give you a holy son.' ‘How shall I 
bear a child,' she answered, ‘when I am a virgin, un¬ 
touched by man?’ ‘Such is the will of your Lord,’ he re¬ 
plied. ‘That is no difficult thing for Him. “He shall be a 
sign to mankind,” says the Lord, “and a blessing from 
Ourself. This is Our decree.” ’ ” 


10. Where was Jesus before he came to earth? 

11. How did Jesus come to be born as a human? 

12. What was one reason why Jesus came to the 
earth? 

13. What was a second reason why Jesus came 
to the earth? 
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(Matthew 20:28) He did this so that we 
could be free of the sin that we inherited 
from our forefather Adam. This, in turn, 
would make it possible for us to live for¬ 
ever. The apostle John wrote: “God loved 
the world so much that he gave his only- 
begotten Son, in order that everyone exer¬ 
cising faith in him might not be destroyed 
but have everlasting life.”—John 3:16. 

14 After his death as a human, Jesus 
was resurrected to heaven, where he re¬ 
sumed life as a powerful spirit creature. 
(Acts 2:32, 33) Later, Jehovah gave him 
“rulership and dignity and kingdom, that 
the peoples, national groups and lan¬ 
guages should all serve even him.” (Dan¬ 
iel 7:13,14) Jesus has been made a mighty 
King; he is King of Jehovah’s heavenly gov¬ 
ernment. Soon he will show his power in 
all the earth. 

Angels, God's Ministers 

15 Jehovah and Jesus are not the only 
ones who reside in the spirit realm. Jeho¬ 
vah created other spirit creatures, the an¬ 
gels. Gabriel, who spoke to Mary, is one of 
them. The angels did not begin their lives 
as humans on earth. They were created in 
heaven long before humans were created 
on earth. (Job 38:4-7) There are millions 
of angels.—Daniel 7:10. 

16 Faithful angels do not want us to wor¬ 
ship them. Twice, when the apostle John 
tried to worship angels, they rebuked him, 
saying: “Be careful! Do not do that!... Wor¬ 
ship God.”—Revelation 19:10; 22:8, 9. 

17 Angels no longer appear to God’s peo- 

14. (a) What happened to Jesus after his death 
as a human? (b) What is Jesus’ position in 
heaven now? 

15. When and where were the angels created? 

16. Why should humans not worship angels? 

17. What shows that angels are able to protect 
God’s servants, and why is this comforting? 





pie on earth, as they did when they de¬ 
livered the apostles of Jesus from pris¬ 
on. (Acts 5:18, 19) Nevertheless, if we wor¬ 
ship Jehovah according to his Word, the 
Bible, we can rest assured that God’s in¬ 
visible, powerful angelic forces will protect 
us. The Bible says: “The angel of Jeho¬ 
vah is camping all around those fearing 
him, and he rescues them.” (Psalm 34:7; 
91:11) Why should this comfort us? Be¬ 
cause there are dangerous enemies in the 
spirit realm who want to destroy us! 

Satan, an Enemy of God 

Not all of God’s angels stayed faithful 
to God. Some rebelled against him. They 
made themselves enemies of God and en¬ 
emies of people on earth. How did this 

18. (a) Why did one angel rebel against God? 
(b) What names were given to this rebel angel? 
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come about? All the angelic creatures that 
Jehovah created were righteous and good. 
However, one of these perfect spirit sons 
wanted people to worship him and acted 
on this wicked desire. That spirit creature 
was given the name Satan, which means 
“Resister [of God].” He is also called Devil, 
which means “Slanderer,” since he speaks 
wicked lies about Jehovah. 

Satan pressures humans to join him 
in rebellion against God. Consider what 
he did to God’s faithful servant Job. Job 
was a very rich man. He owned 7,000 
sheep, 3,000 camels, 1,000 cows and 
bulls, plus 500 she-asses. He also had ten 
children and many servants. First, Satan 
killed Job’s animals and servants. Next, 
he caused “a great wind” to wreck a house, 
killing all of Job’s children. After that, Sa¬ 
tan tormented Job with “a malignant boil 
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his 
head.”—Job 1:3-19; 2:7. 

20 Despite this bitter trial. Job remained 
faithful to God. So Jehovah healed him 
and “began to give in addition all that had 
been Job’s, in double amount.” (Job 42:10) 
Satan failed to break Job’s integrity, but 
he has succeeded in turning many oth¬ 
er people from God. The Bible says: “The 
whole world is lying in the power of the 
wicked one.”—1 John 5:19. 

21 Satan wants us to worship him. This 
was made clear in his temptation of Jesus 
almost 2,000 years ago. The Bible relates: 
“The Devil took [Jesus] along to an unusu¬ 
ally high mountain, and showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their glory, 

19. Why and how did Satan torment Job? 

20. (a) How was Job rewarded for his faithful¬ 
ness? (b) Although Job was faithful to God. what 
has Satan done to many other people? 

21. (a) How did Satan show his desire to be 
worshiped? (b) Why did Jesus refuse to worship 
Satan? 


and he said to him: ’All these things I will 
give you if you fall down and do an act 
of worship to me.’ ” Jesus refused, saying: 
“Go away, Satan! For it is written, ‘It is Je¬ 
hovah your God you must worship, and it 
is to him alone you must render sacred 
service.’” (Matthew 4:8-10) Jesus clearly 
knew Jehovah’s law, and he did not do 
what Satan wanted. 

Demons, Wicked Spirits 

22 Other angels joined Satan in rebel¬ 
lion against God. These demon angels are 
enemies of people on earth. They are cruel 
and vicious. In the past, they made some 
people speechless and blind. (Matthew 9: 
32, 33; 12:22) Others they made sick or 
caused to act insane. (Matthew 17:15, 18; 
Mark 5:2-5) They even tormented children. 
-Luke 9:42. 

23 Like Satan, these wicked spirits want 
to be worshiped. Instead of rejecting wor¬ 
ship from humans—recognizing that wor¬ 
ship belongs only to Jehovah—they crave 
it, they seek it, and they promote it. 
Through trickery, lies, and fear, Satan and 
the demons have made people worship 
them. Of course, not many people know 
that they worship Satan and his demons. 
Most people would be shocked to learn 
that their religion honors Satan. Yet, the 
Bible warns: “The things which the na¬ 
tions sacrifice they sacrifice to demons, 
and not to God.”—1 Corinthians 10:20. 

24 One way Satan and his demons mis¬ 
lead people into worshiping them is by 
spreading wrong ideas about those who 
have died. Let us see what the Bible teach¬ 
es about this. 

22. What have the demons done to humans? 

23. (a) What do the wicked spirits want from 
humans? (b) What have Satan and the demons 
tricked people Into doing? 

24. What Is one scheme Satan uses to mislead 
people? 


THE ROAD TO EVERLASTING LIFE-HAVE YOU FOUND IT? 11 



B Where Are Our 
Ancestors? 

M ILLIONS of people in Africa believe 
that death is, not an end to life, but 
merely a transition, a passing to life in an¬ 
other realm. Many think that their ances¬ 
tors who have died passed from the visi¬ 
ble world to the invisible world, from the 
world of humans to the world of spirits. 

2 These ancestors, or ancestral spirits, 
are believed to ensure the survival and 
prosperity of their families on earth. Ac¬ 
cording to this view, the ancestral spirits 
are powerful friends, able to bring good 
harvests, promote well-being, and protect 
from harm. If ignored or olfended, they are 
said to bring disaster—sickness, poverty, 
and calamity. 

3 The living perform practices and ritu¬ 
als to honor and maintain a good rela¬ 
tionship with the ancestral spirits. These 
practices are particularly evident in fu¬ 
neral and burial customs, such as wake¬ 
keeping and second burial. Worship of 
the ancestors is shown in other ways too. 
For example, before certain people drink 
alcoholic beverages, they pour some on 
the ground for the ancestors. Also, after a 
meal is cooked, food is left in the pot so 
that if the ancestors come, they will find 
something to eat. 

4 Other people believe that the living 
possess an immortal soul that survives 
the death of the body. If a person lives a 
good life, the soul is said to go to heaven, 

1. 2. What do many people believe about those 
who have died? 

3. How do some people worship the ancestors? 

4. What do many people believe about the soul? 



or paradise, but if a person lives a bad life, 
the soul is supposedly condemned to hell. 
Often people combine this idea with tra¬ 
ditional beliefs. For example, newspaper 
obituaries that announce church funeral 
services will sometimes also say that the 
person has “crossed over” or “gone to the 
ancestors.” These beliefs are all based on 
the idea that the soul, or spirit, survives 
the death of the body. What does the Bi¬ 
ble say about this? 

Soul and Spirit 

5 The Bible shows that the soul is not 
something inside a person; the soul is the 
very person himself. For example, when 
God created Adam, “the man came to be a 
living soul.” (Genesis 2:7) Adam was not giv¬ 
en a soul; he was a soul, a complete person. 

6 Consequently, we read that souls are 
born. (Genesis 46:18) They can eat or fast. 

5, 6. According to the Bible, what is the soul? 
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(Leviticus 7:20; Psalm 35:13) They weep 
and faint away. (Jeremiah 13:17; Jonah 
2:7) Souls can be kidnapped, pursued, and 
put in irons. (Deuteronomy 24:7; Psalm 7:5; 
105:18) Some Bibles render the original- 
language word as “soul - ’ in those verses, 
while others use the words “being,” “crea¬ 
ture,” or “person.” All mean the same thing. 

7 Since the soul is the person, when a 
person dies, the soul dies. Ezekiel 18:4 
says: “The soul that is sinning—it itself will 
die.” Also, Acts 3:23 says: “Any soul [or, per¬ 
son] that does not listen to that Prophet 
will be completely destroyed from among 
the people.” So the soul is not something 
that survives the death of the body. 

8 The spirit is not the same as the soul. 
In humans, the spirit is the life-force that 
enables them to perform the activities of 
life. The spirit is like electricity. Electricity 
can run a fan or a refrigerator but cannot 
by itself move the air or make things cold. 
In the same way, our spirit enables us to 
see, hear, and think. But the spirit itself 
can do none of those things without the 
eyes, ears, or brain. That is why the Bi¬ 
ble says of man: “His spirit goes out, he 
goes back to his ground; in that day his 
thoughts do perish.”—Psalm 146:4. 

9 According to the Bible, therefore, nei¬ 
ther the soul nor the spirit leaves the body 
at death to continue life in the spirit realm. 

Condition of the Dead 

10 What, then, is the condition of the 
dead? Since Jehovah is the one who creat¬ 
ed humans, he also knows what happens 
to us when we die. His Word teaches that 

7. What Bible verses show that the soul can die? 

8. What Is the spirit in humans? 

9. What do the soul and the spirit not do? 

10. What does the Bible say about the condition 
of the dead? 


the dead are lifeless, unable to hear, see, 
speak, or think anything. The Bible says: 

• “The dead . . . are conscious of noth¬ 
ing at all.”—Ecclesiastes 9:5. 

• “Their love and their hate and their 
jealousy have already perished.”—Eccle¬ 
siastes 9:6. 

• “There is no work nor devising nor 
knowledge nor wisdom in [the grave], 
the place to which you are going.”—Eccle¬ 
siastes 9:10. 

11 Think about what the Bible says 
about our first ancestor, Adam. Jeho¬ 
vah formed Adam “out of dust from the 
ground.” (Genesis 2:7) If Adam had obeyed 
Jehovah’s law, he would have lived for¬ 
ever in happiness on earth. However, Adam 
disobeyed Jehovah’s law, and the penalty 
was death. Where did Adam go at death? 
God said to him: “You [will] return to the 
ground, for out of it you were taken. For 
dust you are and to dust you will return.” 
—Genesis 3:19. 

12 Where was Adam before Jehovah 
created him from the dust? He was no¬ 
where. He did not exist. So when Jeho¬ 
vah said that Adam would “return to the 
ground,” He meant that Adam would again 
become lifeless, like the dust. Adam did not 
live on in the spirit world. He did not ‘cross 
over' to the realm of ancestral spirits. He 
did not go to heaven or hell. He returned to 
a state of lifelessness; he ceased to exist. 

18 Does the same thing happen to hu¬ 
mans in general? Yes, it does. The Bible ex¬ 
plains: "[Both humans and animals] are 
going to one place. They have all come to 
be from the dust, and they are all return¬ 
ing to the dust.”—Ecclesiastes 3:19, 20. 

11. After Adam sinned, what did Jehovah say to 
him? 

12. What happened to Adam at death? 

13. At death, what happens to both humans and 
animals? 
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The Dead Cannot Help Us 

A prominent West African chief died in 1990. He 
had five wives and many children. He owned two 
businesses that made much money. 

When the chief died, the family carefully ob¬ 
served the rituals that they believed would honor 
his spirit. His wives dressed in black, pulled 
their hair in disarray, ate little, and did not bathe. 
They wept and wailed for seven days after the buri¬ 
al. Next, in harmony with local custom, the entire 
family gathered with relatives for a celebration to 
conclude the burial rites—a feast of food and drink 
along with dancing. 

Surely, if the chief could have done so, he would 
have preserved and richly blessed his loving fami¬ 
ly! But that did not happen. His businesses 
failed. Family members quarreled over the inheri¬ 
tance and later went their separate ways. Now the 
chief's large compound that was once filled with 
people has only a few remaining. 

The Dead Cannot Harm Us 

In a village in Nigeria, a man died and was 
buried. Later, the man's wife was convinced by a 
dream that her husband wanted his watch. So she 
took the watch and buried it next to his body. 

A young man named Dunikan secretly dug up 
the watch and used it for years until the watch wore 
out. No harm came to him. If the dead man had 
had the power to influence the living, he surely 
would have punished the thief who stole his watch 
from the very grave! 



14 The Bible promises that God 
will awaken dead ones to life on 
a paradise earth. (John 5:28, 29; 
Acts 24:15) But that time is yet fu¬ 
ture. Presently, they are asleep in 
death. (John 11:11-14) We should 
not fear or worship them, since 
they can neither help us nor 
harm us. 

t5 The idea that we do not real¬ 
ly die is a lie spread by Satan 
the Devil. To convince people of 
this lie, he and his demons try to 
make people think that sickness 
and other problems are caused by 
spirits of the dead. It is true that 
some troubles are caused by the 
demons themselves. And it is true 
that some troubles have no super¬ 
natural cause. But it is not true 
that harm can come to us from 
those who are sleeping in death. 

16 There is yet another way the 
demons try to make people think 
that what the Bible says about 
death is wrong. They deceive peo¬ 
ple into thinking that they have 
seen or talked with the dead. The 
demons do this through visions, 
dreams, spirit mediums, or other 
means. However, people contact, 
not dead ones, but demons who 
pretend to be people who have 
died. That is why Jehovah strong¬ 
ly condemns spirit mediums and 
those who inquire of the dead. 
—Deuteronomy 18:10-12; Zechari- 
ah 10:2. 

14. What hope Is there for dead ones? 

15, 16. How does Satan try to make 
people believe that the dead are not 
really dead? 

Box: What experiences show that the 
dead cannot help us or harm us? 




66 TN Africa, it is idle to be- 

J. gin with the question wheth¬ 
er witches exist or not,” states the book 
African Traditional Religion, adding that “to 
Africans of every category, witchcraft is an 
urgent reality.” Those who believe in magic, 
sorcery, and witchcraft include both the il¬ 
literate and the highly educated. Religious 
leaders of Islam and Christendom are also 
believers. 

2 According to popular belief in Africa, 
there exists a mystical, spiritual power, or 
force. God has control over it. Spirits and 
ancestors can use it. And some humans 
also know how to tap it and use it, either for 
good (white magic) or for bad (black magic). 

3 Black magic, or sorcery, is directed to¬ 
ward enemies. Those who use it are be¬ 
lieved to have power to send bats, birds, 
flies, and other animals to attack people. 
Black magic is widely believed to be re¬ 
sponsible for lights, barrenness, illness, 
and even death. 

1. How widespread is belief in magic, sorcery, 
and witchcraft? 

2. According to popular belief, from where do 
magical powers come? 

3. What is black magic, and what do people be¬ 
lieve it can do? 


4 Closely related is 
witchcraft. Witches are said to leave their 
bodies at night and fly away, either to 
meet with other witches or to eat away the 
lives of their victims. Since the bodies of 
the witches remain sleeping in their beds, 
support for these tales is mainly supplied 
by confessions of people who have given 
up witchcraft. For example, one African 
magazine quotes ex-witches (mostly teen¬ 
age girls) as saying: “I killed 150 people 
by causing motor accidents.” “I killed five 
children by sucking up all their blood.” 
“I killed three boyfriends because they jilt¬ 
ed me.” 

5 White magic is supposed to provide 
protection against evil. Those who prac¬ 
tice white magic wear magical rings or 

4. What do many believe about witches, and 
what confessions have been made by some who 
have practiced witchcraft? 

5. What is white magic, and how is it practiced? 
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bracelets. They drink protective medicine 
or rub it on their bodies. In their homes or 
in the ground, they hide articles believed 
to have protective powers. They trust in 
amulets containing texts from the Koran 
or the Bible. 



Lies and Deception 

6 It is true that Satan and his demons 
are dangerous enemies of humans. They 
have power to influence the minds and 
lives of men, and in the past they have even 
entered and possessed humans and ani¬ 
mals. (Matthew 12:43-45) While we should 
not minimize their powers, we should not 
overestimate those powers either. 

7 Satan is a master of deception. He fools 
people into thinking that he has more pow¬ 
er than he really does. To illustrate: Dur¬ 
ing recent fighting in one African country, 
soldiers used sound equipment to terri¬ 
fy their enemies. Before attacking, the sol¬ 
diers would play loud recordings of heavy 
artillery and gunfire. They wanted the en¬ 
emy to think that they were being attacked 
by an army with many powerful weapons. 
In the same way, Satan wants people to be- 

6. What have Satan and his demons done in the 
past, and how should we regard their powers? 

7. What does Satan want us to believe, and how 
is this illustrated? 


lieve that his power is limitless. His pur¬ 
pose is to frighten people into doing his will 
and not the will of Jehovah. Let us now con¬ 
sider three lies that Satan wants people to 
believe. 

8 One lie that Satan promotes is this: 
Nothing harmful happens by chance; 
everything bad that is not directly caused 
by someone occurs through mystical pow¬ 
er. For example, suppose that a child dies of 
malaria. His mother may know that malar¬ 
ia is a disease carried by mosquitoes. But 
she may also believe that someone used 
witchcraft to send a mosquito to bite her 
child. 

9 While Satan has the power to cause 
some problems, it is wrong to believe that 
he has the power to cause every problem. 
The Bible says: “The swift do not have the 
race, nor the mighiy ones the battle, nor 
do the wise also have the food, nor do the 
understanding ones also have the riches, 
nor do even those having knowledge have 
the favor; because time and unforeseen oc¬ 
currence befall them all.” (Ecclesiastes 9: 
11) One runner in a race maybe faster than 
the others, but he may not win. Some “un¬ 
foreseen occurrence” may make him lose. 
Perhaps he stumbles and falls or he be¬ 
comes ill or he pulls a muscle. These things 
could happen to anybody. They are not nec¬ 
essarily caused by Satan or through witch¬ 
craft; they just happen. 

!0 A second lie that Satan promotes is 
this: Witches leave their bodies and travel 
through the night to meet other witches or 
to suck out or eat away the life of their 
victims. Now ask yourself: ‘If witches can 
do that, what is it that actually leaves the 

8. What is one lie that Satan promotes? 

9. How does the Bible show that Satan does not 
cause every problem? 

10. What is said about witches, and how do we 
know that this is a lie? 
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body?’As we have seen, the soul is the per¬ 
son, not something that can depart from 
the person. Moreover, the spirit is the life- 
force that powers the body but is unable 
to do anything apart from the body. 

11 Neither the soul nor the spirit can 
leave the body to do anything, either good 
or bad. Thus, witches cannot leave their 
bodies. They do not really do the things 
that they claim to do or think they have 
done. 

12 How can we explain the confessions 
made by those involved in witchcraft? Sa¬ 
tan can make people believe that they have 
experienced things that they have not. By 
means of visions, Satan can cause people 
to imagine that they have seen, heard, and 
done things that they have not. In this way, 
Satan hopes to turn people away from Je¬ 
hovah and to make them think that the Bi¬ 
ble is wrong. 


!3 A third lie is this: White magic—magic 
that is supposed to counter black magic—is 
good. The Bible does not make a distinc¬ 
tion between black magic and white magic. 
It condemns all magic. Consider the laws 
Jehovah gave to the nation of Israel con¬ 
cerning magic and those who practiced it: 

• “You must not practice magic.”—Levit¬ 
icus 19:26. 

• “As for a man or woman in whom there 
proves to be a mediumistic spirit or spirit 
of prediction, they should be put to death 
without fail.”—Leviticus 20:27. 

• “There should not be found in you . . . 
a practicer of magic or anyone who looks 
for omens or a sorcerer, or one who binds 

13. (a) Is white magic good? (b) What do the 
Scriptures say about magic? 



11. Why do we know that witches cannot leave 
their bodies, and do you believe this? 

12. How does Satan make people 
believe that they have done things 
that they have not? 


Sometimes bad things 
just happen 




others with a spell or anyone who consults 
a spirit medium.”—Deuteronomy 18:10-14. 

14 These laws made it clear that God did 
not want his people to practice magic. Je¬ 
hovah gave these laws to his people be¬ 
cause he loved them and did not want them 
to become enslaved to fear and supersti¬ 
tion. He did not want them to be oppressed 
by the demons. 

!5 Though the Bible does not go into de¬ 
tail concerning what the demons can and 
cannot do, it does show that Jehovah God 
is far more powerful than Satan and his 
demons. Jehovah had Satan cast out of 
heaven. (Revelation 12:9) Notice, too, that 
Satan asked permission to test Job and 
obeyed God’s warning not to kill Job.—Job 
2:4-6. 

!6 Proverbs 18:10 says: “The name of Je¬ 
hovah is a strong tower. Into it the righ¬ 
teous runs and is given protection.” So 
we should look to Jehovah for protection. 
God’s servants do not look to charms or 
medicines to protect them against the evil 
deeds of Satan and the demons, nor do 
they fear the spells of sorcerers. God’s ser¬ 
vants believe what the Bible says: “As re¬ 
gards Jehovah, his eyes are roving about 
through all the earth to show his strength 
in behalf of those whose heart is complete 
toward him.”—2 Chronicles 16:9. 

17 You too can have this confidence if you 
serve Jehovah. James 4:7 says: “Subject 
yourselves, therefore, to God; but oppose 
the Devil, and he will flee from you.” If you 
serve the true God, subjecting yourself to 
him, you can be sure that Jehovah will pro¬ 
tect you. 

14. Why did Jehovah make laws against magic? 

15. How does the Bible show that Jehovah is 
more powerful than Satan? 

16. To whom should we look for protection? 

17. Of what does James 4:7 assure us, but what 
must we do? 




I 


Can Witches 
Control Lightning? 

In early 1977,14 suspected witches 
were burned to death near Petersburg, 
South Africa. In response. South Africa's 
Drum magazine commented: "Tribesmen 
and women are gripped with fear. They 
fear being bewitched and struck with 
lightning . . . 

"Something has to be done . . . For this 
reason DRUM issues this challenge to 
all witchdoctors: There is a quick R5 000 
[$5,750 (U.S.) at that time] waiting in our 
offices for you if, during March 1977, any 
one of you can strike Stanley Motjuwadi 
dead with lightning. If you can't, let 
everyone know that the pretence of being 
able to control lightning is silly, murder¬ 
ous rubbish. 

"So, you phoney witches, start bub¬ 
bling your cauldrons. We dare you to take 
up this challenge." 

Were the witches able to silence this 
bold challenge with bolts of lightning? 

No, they were not. Mr. Motjuwadi, a writ¬ 
er at Drum, survived and prospered, even¬ 
tually becoming editor of the magazine. 

Box: How did a writer in South Africa chal 
lenge witches, and what was the outcome? 
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B Does God Approve 
of All Religions? 


66 O IN through the narrow gate,” Je- 

V_J sus said, “because broad and spa¬ 
cious is the road leading off into destruc¬ 
tion, and many are the ones going in 
through it; whereas narrow is the gate and 
cramped the road leading off into life, and 
few are the ones finding it.” (Matthew 7:13, 
14) According to God’s Word, there are only 
two kinds of religion: one true, one false; 
one right one wrong; one that leads to life, 
one that leads to destruction. 

2 Some people think that all religions are 
pleasing to God. The following Bible verses 
show that this is not true: 

• “The sons of Israel again proceeded to 
do what was bad in the eyes of Jehovah, 
and they began to serve the Baals and the 
Ashtoreth images and the gods of Syria 
and the gods of Sidon and the gods of Moab 
and the gods of the sons of Ammon and 
the gods of the Philistines. So they left Je¬ 
hovah and did not serve him. At this Jeho¬ 
vah’s anger blazed against Israel.” (Judges 
10:6, 7) If we worship idols or any god oth¬ 
er than the true God, we will not have Je¬ 
hovah’s approval. 

• “This people honor me [God] with their 
lips, but their hearts are far removed from 
me. It is in vain that they keep worship¬ 
ing me, because they teach as doctrines 
commands of men.” (Mark 7:6, 7) If people 
claiming to worship God teach their own 
ideas instead of what the Bible teaches, 
their worship is in vain. It is not accept¬ 
able to God. 

1. According to God’s Word, what are the only 
two kinds of religion? 

2. How do the Scriptures show that not all reli¬ 
gions are pleasing to God? 


• “God is a Spirit, and those worshiping 
him must worship with spirit and truth.” 
(John 4:24) Our worship must be in har¬ 
mony with the truth of God’s Word. 

The Fruitage of False Religion 

3 How can we tell whether a religion is 
pleasing to God or not? Jesus said: “Every 
good tree produces fine fruit, but every rot¬ 
ten tree produces worthless fruit. . . Real¬ 
ly, then, by their fruits you will recognize 
those men.” In other words, if a religion is 
from God, it will produce good; but if a re¬ 
ligion is from Satan, it will produce bad. 
—Matthew 7:15-20. 

4 True religion produces people who 
have love among themselves and show love 
to others. This is because Jehovah himself 
is a loving God. Jesus said: “By this all will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love among yourselves.” How do religions 
measure up to this standard for true wor¬ 
ship?—John 13:35; Luke 10:27; 1 John 4:8. 

5 Consider the African slave trade. The 
New Encyclopaedia Britannica states: “Ap¬ 
proximately 18,000,000 Africans were de¬ 
livered into the Islamic trans-Saharan 
and Indian Ocean slave trades between 
650 and 1905. In the second half of the 
15th century Europeans began to trade 
along the west coast of Africa, and by 1867 
between 7,000,000 and 10,000,000 Afri¬ 
cans had been shipped as slaves to the New 
World.” 

3. What is one way to distinguish true religion 
from false? 

4. What quality do worshipers of Jehovah dis¬ 
play? 

5. How does one encyclopedia describe the Afri¬ 
can slave trade? 
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False religion has 
been involved in wars 
and in the slave trade 

F'U / K 


Blessing troops: Daily Times of Nigeria; child laborers: © Penny Tweedie/Panos Pictures; 
slave boat: Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture/The New York 
Public Library/Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations 


6 What stand did religion take during 
this time of turmoil in Africa when men, 
women, and children were torn away from 
their homes and families, bound in chains, 
branded with hot irons, and bought and 
sold like cattle? Bethwell Ogot writes in 
the Daily Nation of Nairobi, Kenya: “Both 
Christianity and Islam adhere theological¬ 
ly to a belief in the unity of mankind, and 
yet both gave birth to slave-holding soci¬ 
eties permeated with racial prejudice. . . . 
We should acknowledge the shared guilt 
between Muslims and Christians, between 
the West and the Middle East, and the mor¬ 
al blindness that led to centuries of immea¬ 
surable suffering for Africans.” 

Religion and War 

7 False religion has shown its rotten 
fruitage in other ways. For example, 

6. How was religion involved in the slave trade? 

7. What part have religious leaders played In 
warfare? 


though the Bible says to “love your neigh¬ 
bor,” religious leaders throughout the 
world have zealously supported and pro¬ 
moted warfare.—Matthew 22:39. 

8 It is well-known that during 1994, 
some nuns and priests participated in 
the slaughter of people in Rwanda. Reli¬ 
gion has played a major role in other Afri¬ 
can conflicts as well. For example, during 
the bloody civil war in Nigeria, religions 
on both sides encouraged the people to 
fight. As that war dragged on, one pastor 
said that church leaders had “set aside 
the work given to them by God.” He also 

8. (a) How did religious leaders promote killing 
In African conflicts? (b) What did one pastor 
say about religious leaders during Nigeria's civil 
war? 
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said: “We who call our¬ 
selves ministers of 
God have become min¬ 
isters of Satan.” 

9 The Bible says 
much the same thing: 
“Satan himself keeps 
transforming himself 
into an angel of light. 
It is therefore noth¬ 
ing great if his minis¬ 
ters also keep trans¬ 
forming themselves 
into ministers of righ¬ 
teousness.” (2 Corin¬ 
thians 11:14, 15) Just 
as many wicked men 
pretend to be good, Sa¬ 
tan deceives people 
with ministers who appear to be righ¬ 
teous but whose works are wicked and 
whose fruitage is rotten. 

10 Throughout the world, religious lead¬ 
ers have preached love, peace, and good¬ 
ness, but they have practiced hatred, war, 
and ungodliness. The Bible describes 
them well. It says: “They publicly declare 
they know God, but they disown him by 
their works.”—Titus 1:16. 

Get Out of "Babylon the Great" 

11 We can see what Jehovah thinks 
about false religion by reading the Bible 
book of Revelation. There, false religion is 
described as a symbolic woman, “Babylon 
the Great.” (Revelation 17:5) Note how God 
describes her: 

• “The great harlot . . . with whom the 
kings of the earth committed fornication.” 


(Revelation 17:1,2) Rather than being faith¬ 
ful to God, false religion has meddled in pol¬ 
itics, often telling governments what to do. 

• “In her was found the blood of proph¬ 
ets and of holy ones and of all those who 
have been slaughtered on the earth.” (Rev¬ 
elation 18:24) False religion has persecut¬ 
ed and killed faithful servants of God and 
has been responsible for the death of mil¬ 
lions in warfare. 

• “She glorified herself and lived in 
shameless luxury.” (Revelation 18:7) False 
religion has great riches, which her lead¬ 
ers use to live in luxury. 

• “By [her] spiritistic practice all the na¬ 
tions were misled.” (Revelation 18:23) By 
her false teaching that the soul does not 
die, false religion has opened the door to 
every kind of spiritism and sorcery and has 
promoted fear of the dead and worship of 
ancestors. 

12 Sounding a strong warning to people 
to separate from false religion, the Bible 
says: “Get out of her, my people, if you do 
not want to share with her in her sins, and 
if you do not want to receive part of her 
plagues.”—Revelation 18:4, 5. 

In the near future, Babylon the Great, 
the world empire of false religion, will be to¬ 
tally destroyed. The Bible says: “In one day 
her plagues will come, death and mourn¬ 
ing and famine, and she will be complete¬ 
ly burned with fire, because Jehovah God, 
who judged her, is strong.” (Revelation 18:8) 
To avoid receiving part of her plagues, we 
must break off all connections with false 
religion, having nothing to do with prac¬ 
tices, celebrations, and beliefs that are dis¬ 
pleasing to God. The matter is urgent. Our 
lives are at stake!—2 Corinthians 6:14-18. 

12. What warning does the Bible give about false 
religion? 

13. What will happen to false religion and to 
those who practice it? 


9. What does the Bible say about ministers of 
Satan? 

10. In what way have religious leaders disowned 
God? 

11. How does the Bible describe false religion? 
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M Who Practice the True Religion? 


T O ENJOY a warm, loving relationship 
with God, we must have nothing to do 
with false religion. We must practice true 
religion. Today millions of people through¬ 
out the earth are doing that. 

2 As the Bible foretold, the true worship¬ 
ers make up “a great crowd” who have 
come “out of all nations and tribes and 
peoples and tongues.” (Revelation 7:9) In 
235 lands, millions of Jehovah’s Witness¬ 
es are actively helping others learn about 
Jehovah’s loving ways and requirements. 

Identifying the True Worshipers 

3 The Witnesses recognize that Jehovah 
alone is worthy of worship. They refuse to 
bow down to idols or religious pictures. 
(1 John 5:21) They do not venerate the 
dead by taking part in wakes or other cere¬ 
monies that promote false religious beliefs 
and “teachings of demons.” (1 Timothy 4:1) 
However, they do comfort those who are be¬ 
reaved by explaining God’s promise that 
there will be a resurrection of the dead to a 
paradise earth.—John 5:28, 29; Acts 24:15. 

4 The Witnesses have nothing to do with 
magic, sorcery, or witchcraft, knowing that 
these things are from the Devil. They do 
not trust in magic to protect them—their 
trust is in Jehovah.—Proverbs 18:10. 

5 Jesus said that his disciples would be 
“no part of the world.” (John 17:16) Jesus 
himself refused to take part in the politics 

1. What must we do to please God? 

2. Where may Jehovah’s Witnesses be found, 
and what is their work? 

3. To whom do the Witnesses direct their wor¬ 
ship, and what types of worship do they avoid? 

4. What is the position of God's people concern¬ 
ing magic? 

5. In what way are Jehovah’s Witnesses “no part 
of the world”? 


of his day. (John 6:15) Likewise, the Wit¬ 
nesses take no part in the politics, nation¬ 
alism, and class struggles of this world. 
However, they do pay their taxes and obey 
the laws of the land in which they live. 
—John 15:19; Romans 13:1, 7. 

6 Because they are obedient to govern¬ 
mental direction, Witnesses make sure 
that their marriage is legalized. (Titus 3:1) 
They are obedient to God’s direction, and 
therefore they avoid polygamy. (1 Timothy 
3:2) Further, since they apply Bible princi¬ 
ples in their life, servants of God are less 
likely to see their marriage end in divorce. 

7 The Witnesses love one another. This 
love, along with their love for God, unites 
them in true brotherhood, though they are 
of many tribes and nations. When disaster 
strikes or times of need arise, the Witness¬ 
es are quick to come to the aid of one an¬ 
other. The Witnesses show love in the way 
they live.—John 13:35. 

8 Jehovah’s people work hard to live hon¬ 
est, upright lives. They avoid stealing, 
lying, immorality, drunkenness, and dis¬ 
honest business practices. Husbands do 
not beat their wives. Before becoming Wit¬ 
nesses, some practiced these things, but 
with Jehovah’s help they stopped. They 
were “washed clean” in God’s sight.—1 Co¬ 
rinthians 6:9-11. 

Doers of God's Will 

9 Of course, many religions claim to have 
the truth. They may point to impressive 

6. What guidelines do God’s servants follow 
concerning marriage and divorce? 

7. How do the Witnesses show love for one an¬ 
other? 

8. What bad practices do God’s people avoid? 

9. What did one book say about Africa’s spiritu¬ 
al churches? 
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works to support their claims. For exam¬ 
ple, concerning what are called spiritual 
churches in Africa, one book says: “The 
function of the magician or medicine man 
has been largely taken over by [new Chris¬ 
tian groups]. . . . They claim to give oracles 
and perform miracles. Prophets among 
them give visions and interpret dreams. 
They use holy-water, sacred oil, ashes, can¬ 
dles and incense to heal and to prevent dis¬ 
eases.” 

!0 Members of these religions claim that 
miracles prove that their religion is 
blessed by God. But so-called miracles do 
not prove that a religion has Jehovah’s ap¬ 
proval. Satan empowers some false wor¬ 
shipers to perform ‘powerful works.’ 
(2 Thessalonians 2:9) Furthermore, the Bi¬ 
ble foretold that miraculous gifts from God, 
such as prophesying, speaking in tongues, 
and special knowledge, would “be done 
away with.’’—1 Corinthians 13:8. 

11 Jesus cautioned: “Not everyone saying 
to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the king¬ 
dom of the heavens, but the one doing the 
will of my Father who is in the heavens 
will. Many will say to me in that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 
and expel demons in your name, and per¬ 
form many powerful works in your name?’ 
And yet then I will confess to them: I never 
knew you! Get away from me, you workers 
of lawlessness.”—Matthew 7:21-23. 

12 Who, then, will enter the Kingdom of 
the heavens? It is those who do the will of 
Jehovah. 

Preachers of God's Kingdom 

!3 What is God’s will for his people to- 

10, 11. Why do so-called miracles today not 
show that a religion is from God? 

12. Who will enter the Kingdom of the heavens? 

13. What is the work that God directs his people 
to do today, and who are the ones doing it? 
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day? Jesus said: “This good news of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the inhab¬ 
ited earth for a witness to all the nations.” 
(Matthew 24:14) This is the work that Je¬ 
hovah’s Witnesses are carrying out with 
zeal. 

14 Throughout “all the inhabited earth,” 
Jehovah’s Witnesses proclaim God’s King¬ 
dom as a heavenly government that will 
rule the entire earth in righteousness. 
They teach that Jehovah has appointed 
Christ Jesus to be King of that Kingdom, 
along with 144,000 associate rulers se¬ 
lected from among mankind.—Daniel 7:14, 
18; Revelation 14:1, 4. 

Using the Bible, the Witnesses show 
people that God’s Kingdom will destroy 
Satan’s entire system. Gone will be false 
religion with its teachings that dishonor 
God and glorify the Devil! (Revelation 18:8) 
Gone, too, will be all human governments 
that stand in opposition to God!—Daniel 
2:44. 

Moreover, Jehovah’s Witnesses make 
known that Christ Jesus will bring mar¬ 
velous benefits to all who do what God re¬ 
quires. They will be his subjects on earth. 
The Bible promises: “He will deliver the 
poor one crying for help, also the afflicted 
one and whoever has no helper. He will 
feel sorry for the lowly one and the poor 
one, and the souls of the poor ones he will 
save.”—Psalm 72:12, 13. 

17 There is no other group of people that 
does God’s will by preaching the Kingdom 
good news. Only Jehovah’s Witnesses are 
making known God’s Kingdom through¬ 
out the entire earth. 

14. What Is God's Kingdom, and who will rule In 
the Kingdom? 

15. What will the Kingdom destroy? 

16. Who will be the subjects of Christ Jesus, and 
where will they live? 

17. Who alone are proclaiming God's Kingdom? 




Reject False Religion; 
Practice True Religion 

J ESUS said: “He that is not on my side 
is against me.” (Matthew 12:30) We 
are either on Jehovah’s side or on Sa¬ 
tan’s side. Most people think that they are 
serving God acceptably, but the Bible says 
that Satan is “misleading the entire in¬ 
habited earth.” (Revelation 12:9) Millions 
of people believe that they are worship¬ 
ing God, but they are really serving Sa¬ 
tan the Devil! People today face a choice: 
They must serve either Jehovah, “the God 
of truth,” or Satan, “the father of the lie.” 
—Psalm 31:5; John 8:44. 

Break Free From False Religion 

2 Making the decision to serve Jehovah 
is the wise choice, the choice that brings 
God’s approval. But Satan is not happy 
with anyone who serves God; he makes 
trouble for those who do. One way he does 
this is by bringing ridicule or opposition 
from others, even from friends and family 
members. Jesus warned: “Indeed, a man’s 
enemies will be persons of his own house¬ 
hold.”—Matthew 10:36. 

3 If that happens to you, how will you 
react? Many people know that their way 
of worship is wrong, yet they hesitate to 
break free from it. They think that it would 
be disloyal to their family to do so. Is 
that reasonable? If you learned that close 

1. Concerning worship, what choice do people 
face today? 

2. What is one way Satan tries to hinder people 
from worshiping Jehovah? 

3. If your family or friends oppose your worship 
of God, what will you do? 



Religious Teachings 
—The True and the False 


• The Trinity: Many religions teach that 
God is a Trinity, they say that "the Father is 
God, the Son [Jesus] is God, and the Holy 
Spirit is God, and yet there are not three 
Gods but one God." 

The Bible does not even mention the 
word "Trinity," nordoes itteach that Jeho¬ 
vah is three persons in one. Jehovah alone 
is God. First Corinthians 8:6 says: "There is 
actually to us one God the Father." Jehovah 
is the Supreme One. Jesus is, not God, but 
"the Son of God." (1 John 4:15) Likewise, 
the holy spirit is not God. The holy spirit is 
not even a person. It is God's active force. 
—Acts 1:8; Ephesians 5:18. 

• The Soul: Many religions teach that 
the soul is something inside a person that 
can neverdie.The Bibleteaches that the 
soul is the person and, of course, a person 
can die.—Genesis2:7; Ezekiel 18:4. 

• Hellfire: False religions teach thatthe 
souls of the wicked are tormented forever in 
hell. The Bible states that the dead are "con¬ 
scious of nothing at all." (Ecclesiastes 9:5) 
The Bible also teaches that "God is love." 

(1 John 4:8) Jehovah, the loving God, would 
never torture others with fire. 

Box: What does the Bible teach concerning the 
Trinity, the soul, and hellfire? 


THE ROAD TO EVERLASTING LIFE-HAVE YOU FOUND IT? 25 








How can you 
practice true 
worship? 











family members used dangerous drugs, 
would you not warn them that the drugs 
will harm them? You would not join them 
in using those drugs, would you? 

4 Joshua encouraged the Israelites to 
give up the wrong religious practices and 
traditions of their forefathers. He said: 
“Now fear Jehovah and serve him in fault¬ 
lessness and in truth, and remove the 
gods that your forefathers served on the 
other side of the River and in Egypt, and 
serve Jehovah.” (Joshua 24:14) Joshua 
was loyal to God, and Jehovah blessed 
him. If we are loyal to Jehovah, he will 
bless us too.—2 Samuel 22:26. 

Get Rid of Things 
Used in False Worship 

5 Breaking free from false religion also 
means that we should destroy any mag¬ 
ical objects that we may have, such as 
charms, amulets, magical rings and 
bracelets, and things like these. This is 
important because it shows that we put 
our full trust in Jehovah. 

6 Consider what some early Christians 
did when they decided to practice true re¬ 
ligion. The Bible says: “Quite a number of 
those who practiced magical arts brought 
their books together and burned them up 
before everybody.”—Acts 19:19. 

7 Some who begin to serve Jehovah and 
who have directly been involved with 
witchcraft, sorcery, or magical practices 
may be harassed by the demons. If that 
happens to you, call on Jehovah aloud in 
prayer, using his name. He will help you. 
—Proverbs 18:10; James 4:7. 

4. What did Joshua say to the Israelites con¬ 
cerning worship in his day? 

5. Why should we get rid of magical objects? 

6. What did early Christians do with their books 
about magic? 

7. What can we do if the demons harass us? 


8 Those who wish to serve Jehovah 
must not keep or use any idol, image, or 
picture that is part of false worship. True 
Christians “are walking by faith, not by 
sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7) They respect 
God’s law that forbids the use of any im¬ 
age in worship.—Exodus 20:4, 5. 

Associate With Jehovah's People 

9 The Bible says: “He that is walking 
with wise persons will become wise.” 
(Proverbs 13:20) If we want to be wise, 
we need to walk, or associate, with Jeho¬ 
vah’s Witnesses. They are the people who 
are walking on the road that leads to life. 
—Matthew 7:14. 

!0 The Witnesses really care about peo¬ 
ple. Their work is to help honestheart- 
ed ones understand Bible truths that 
lead to everlasting life. They can help you 
by studying the Bible with you, free of 
charge. They will answer your questions 
and show you how to apply Bible knowl¬ 
edge in your life.—John 17:3. 

11 At their meetings, usually held at a 
Kingdom Hall, you will learn more about 
Jehovah’s ways. You will be strengthened 
in your desire to practice the true reli¬ 
gion. And you will also receive training 
in how to help others learn Bible truths. 
—Hebrews 10:24, 25. 

12 As you learn more about Jehovah's 
will and purpose, you will likely deepen 
your appreciation for his loving ways. You 
should also grow in your desire to do what 
pleases him and to avoid what displeases 

8. How do Christians view idols, images, and pic¬ 
tures used in false worship? 

9. What advice does the Bible give about becom¬ 
ing wise? 

10. How can Jehovah’s Witnesses help you to 
serve God? 

11. How will Christian meetings help you? 

12. How can prayer help you to serve God? 
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I Broke Free 
From the Demons 

One nightwhile I was 
asleep in bed with my hus¬ 
band, I heard a voice call 
my name three times. Then 
I saw the ceiling split apart, 
and a fiery, ball-like object 
dropped onto my stom¬ 
ach. Of course, my husband 
could see none of these 
things. Nevertheless, I felt a 
terrible heat that lasted for 
several months. 

Six months later, the voice 
called me again. Immediate¬ 
ly, the whole house seemed 
to be in deep water. A large 
python came out of the water and crawled 
around my hand. I tried in vain to shake it off. 

I was terrified. Then the water and the snake 
vanished, and I was violently thrown to the 
ground. I was unconscious for several hours. 
The voice then told me to return to a spiritistic 
healing temple in the village. When I asked the 
spirit his name, he gave a name meaning "pos¬ 
sessor of wealth but no child." He promised to 
make me rich through healing powers. 

Sick people came to me from near and far. 
Before arriving at my house, they would ap- 
pearin myspecial mirror.Then, asonearrived, 

I would slap my palm against his palm, and 
the nature of his sickness or problem 
along with the remedy would immediately 


be revealed to me. The spir¬ 
it also told me how much 
money people had to pay. 

Money and gifts were 
pouring in because of the 
effectiveness of the cures. 

I became a "possessor of 
wealth," but I also learned 
the meaning of "no child." 
Each time I bore a child, 
his immediate senior would 
die. This was very distress¬ 
ing. During the 12years 
that I served this spirit, six 
of my children died. 

I began to pray to God 
for help. I prayed fervently. 
One day Jehovah's Witness¬ 
es knocked at my door. Although I usually 
chased them away, that day I decided to listen. 
In the discussions thatfollowed, I learned that 
I was serving a demon! I made up my mind to 
quitspiritism. 

When I told that to the spirit, he warned me 
against my decision. However, I said: "I am fin¬ 
ished with you." 

I burned all thethings I used in divining. 

I studied the Bible with the Witnesses, became 
a servant of Jehovah, and was baptized in 
1973. Now I have five healthy children. My 
husband also became a baptized Witness. 

—As told by josephine Ikezu. 

Box: How did one woman break free from the 
demons? 



him. Remember that you can approach 
Jehovah in prayer to ask him to help you 
do what is right and avoid what is wrong. 
— 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10; Philippians 4:6. 

13 in time, as you grow spiritually, you 
will doubtless see the need to become a 
dedicated, baptized Witness of Jehovah. 

13. How can you make Jehovah’s heart rejoice? 


By joining the ranks of Jehovah’s peo¬ 
ple, you will make Jehovah’s heart re¬ 
joice. (Proverbs 27:11) You will be among 
the happy people about whom God says: 
“I shall reside among them and walk 
among them, and I shall be their God, and 
they will be my people.”—2 Corinthians 
6:16. 
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True Religion Can 
Benefit You Forever! 

J EHOVAH loves those who serve him. If 
you worship Jehovah, he will bless 
you now and in the future. The Bible says: 
“Draw close to God, and he will draw close 
to you.”—James 4:8. 

2 To draw close to God, you must study 
and apply his Word. When you pray in 
harmony with his will, Jehovah will lis¬ 
ten to your prayers and answer them. 
The Christian apostle John wrote: “This is 
the confidence that we have toward [God], 
that, no matter what it is that we ask ac¬ 
cording to his will, he hears us. Further, if 
we know he hears us respecting whatever 
we are asking, we know we are to have the 
things asked since we have asked them of 
him.”—1 John 5:14, 15. 

3 Furthermore, as you draw close to 
God, he will give you the wisdom to deal 
with the everyday matters of life. The Bi¬ 
ble says: “If any one of you is lacking 
in wisdom, let him keep on asking God.” 
—James 1:5. 

4 How can godly wisdom help you? For 
one thing, it can help you to know the 
things that displease Jehovah. You can 
also learn why these things are wrong and 
what you can do to avoid practicing them. 
Such knowledge can protect you from 
many of the problems that afflict people in 
general. For example, obedience to God’s 

1. What will happen if we "draw close to God”? 

2. How can we draw close to God, and how will 
this affect our prayers? 

3-7. How may we acquire godly wisdom, and how 
can it help us? 



counsel to be morally clean helps protect 
God’s people against unwanted pregnan¬ 
cy, sexually transmitted diseases, and un¬ 
happy or broken marriages. 

5 What else can God-given wisdom do 
for you? It can enable you to get the most 
out of life. It can help you make wise de¬ 
cisions in practical matters, such as man¬ 
aging your money. You will be able to pur¬ 
sue worthwhile goals and reject goals that 
are of no lasting value. 

6 Godly wisdom can also help you in 
your relationships with others. You can 
have a happier family life. You can build 
lasting, genuine friendships with oth¬ 
ers, and you may earn respect, even from 
those who do not serve God. 

7 Furthermore, your having godly wis¬ 
dom will improve your outlook on life. It 
will help you to cope with life’s difficulties 
and disappointments. Also, you will have 
a balanced, positive outlook for the future. 
A positive outlook, in turn, will contrib¬ 
ute to your mental and physical health. 
—Proverbs 14:30; Isaiah 48:17. 

8 If you serve the true God, you will have 
freedom from the fears that trouble those 
who do not serve him. Because you know 
that the dead are lifeless in the grave, 
you will not fear those who have died. Be¬ 
cause you have confidence in God’s prom¬ 
ise to resurrect the dead, you will not fear 
dying. And since you know that God is 

8. If you serve God. what will you not fear? 
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all-powerful, you will not fear witchcraft or 
sorcery.—John 8:32. 

The Righteous Will 
Possess the Earth 

9 If you draw close to God, you will not 
fear the future. As we have seen, the Bi¬ 
ble foretold many of the problems that we 
see on earth today. Jehovah tells us that 
these things are temporary; God’s King¬ 
dom will soon make this earth a paradise. 
-Luke 21:10, 11, 31; 23:43. 

10 Only those who draw close to Jeho¬ 
vah and serve him will live in Paradise. 
The Bible says: “Just a little while lon¬ 
ger, and the wicked one will be no more; 
and you will certainly give attention to his 
place, and he will not be. But the meek 
ones themselves will possess the earth, 
and they will indeed find their exqui¬ 
site delight in the abundance of peace.” 
-Psalm 37:10, 11. 

11 Those who stubbornly refuse to obey 
God’s righteous laws will lose their lives 
forever. (2 Thessalonians 1:8, 9) They will 
be no more. They will join Satan and his 
demons in everlasting death. (Revelation 
20:10, 14) But those who learn about Je¬ 
hovah and serve him will find exquisite 
delight in Paradise on earth. 

A Marvelous Future! 

12 Jehovah has wonderful things in 
store for those who love him! Just look at 
what his Word says about life on the Par¬ 
adise earth: 

• Plenty of food to eat: “There will come 
to be plenty of grain [or, food] on the earth; 
on the top of the mountains there will be 
an overflow.”—Psalm 72:16. 

• Good housing: “They will certainly 

9-11. Who will live In Paradise, and who will not? 

12. What does the Bible say about the future? 
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build houses and have occupancy.”—Isa¬ 
iah 65:21. 

• Enjoyable work: “The work of their own 
hands my chosen ones will use to the full. 
They will not toil for nothing.”—Isaiah 65: 
22, 23. 

• No sickness: “No resident will say: ‘I am 
sick.' ’’—Isaiah 33:24. 

• No disabilities: “At that time the eyes of 
the blind ones will be opened, and the very 
ears of the deaf ones will be unstopped. At 
that time the lame one will climb up just 
as a stag [a male deer] does, and the tongue 
of the speechless one will cry out in glad¬ 
ness.”—Isaiah 35:5, 6. 

• No pain, sorrow, death: “[God] will wipe 
out every tear from their eyes, and death 
will be no more, neither will mourning 
nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The for¬ 
mer things have passed away.”—Revelation 
21:4. 

• No war: “[God] is making wars to cease 
to the extremity of the earth.”—Psalm 46:9. 

• Everlasting life: “The righteous them¬ 
selves will possess the earth, and they will 
reside forever upon it.”—Psalm 37:29. 

!3 Humans could never bring about 
such things, but Jehovah has the power to 
do whatever he says he will do. Nothing can 
stop him from doing what he wants to do. 
The Bible says: “With God no declaration 
will be an impossibility.”—Luke 1:37. 

14 By means of his Witnesses, Jehovah 
is giving people everywhere the opportuni¬ 
ty to “go in through the narrow gate” and 
to travel the road that leads to everlasting 
life. May you be among the happy people 
who accept that invitation. May you prac¬ 
tice the true religion and enjoy Jehovah’s 
blessing forever!—Matthew 7:13, 14. 

13. Who only can make this earth a paradise, 
and why? 

14. How can you get on the road to everlasting 
life? 
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